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Retiring tutor Brigitte Murthwaite with John Williams and Don Howells
(see page 4 for more)

(Photo Robin Eley Jones)
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Christmas Outing to Chatsworth

They said it would be cold – and it was! A keen north wind
meant that it felt like minus five degrees. However,
undeterred, the 3Ls descended on Chatsworth in two Carvers
coaches. After a stop at the Chatsworth Estate Farm Shop
(for farm shop think Harrod’s food hall rather than a shed
selling muddy veg), we arrived at Chatsworth House shortly
after 12.00. Dire warnings of two hour queues to get into the
car park due to deep mud proved unfounded. After an
alfresco lunch and a welcome, but pricey, gluhwein we were
ready to ‘do’ the Christmas Market. This seemed larger than
on our previous visit and goods on sale included Christmas
decorations, jewellery, leather goods, socks and quite a
number selling cheese. Hat stalls,
especially those selling hats of the
woolly or furry variety, were doing a
brisk trade.

The big attraction of Chatsworth at Christmas is the house,
decorated with a different theme each year. This year it is
‘Oh Dickens. It’s Christmas’, featuring the novels of Charles
Dickens, with each room highlighting a different novel.
Decorated is something of an understatement – this is a real
tour de force and I’m sure no other country house does it
better. There are 25 real Christmas trees in the house,
three of which are 25 feet high and take eight men to
manoeuvre them into place. There are big trees and little trees, revolving trees and
upside down trees, all elaborately decorated. There is even a representation of

Fagin’s den, from Oliver Twist, in the shape of a
Christmas tree, with Fagin himself there to explain
things. Highlights include Dickensian London in the
Painted Hall, the Ghost of Christmas Present, from A
Christmas Carol, in the Chapel and from Great
Expectations, Miss Havisham’s wedding breakfast
festooned with cobwebs, abandoned when she was jilted
on her wedding day. In his bedroom a quaking Scrooge
is confronted with the Ghost of Christmas Past.
Amazingly all this is installed in less than a week,
although planning for next Christmas starts early in the
New Year.

After a long day the coaches arrived back on the Wirral at 7.30, despite encountering
heavy motorway traffic on the return journey. Our thanks to Iris and Marjorie for
arranging another successful outing for the 3Ls.

Kay Parrott

Scrooge meets the ghost
(photo Joan Dacey)

Just one of 25 trees
(photo Kay Parrott)

Miss  Havisham’s feast
(photo Kay Parrott)
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Red Rocks, by Jo Naylor

 (one of the winners of the Photography students’ competition)

Annual General Meeting.

The Wirral 3Ls Annual General Meeting will take place on Wednesday 16 May 2018 at
12.30 p.m. in the Bebington Suite.  All members are welcome to attend.

In your envelope you will find an invitation to the AGM  and proxy forms to allow
members unable to attend in person to vote on the various motions to be put to the
meeting. Please return these to the office as soon as possible before the meeting.

On one of the loveliest days of our dark wet
winter we were taken to see Anfield Stadium,
home of Liverpool FC. All of the main
activities such as Admin offices, hospitality,
interviews, players’ lounge, dressing rooms
and tunnel are in the new main stand.
Completed in September 2016 for £115 million
it is 180 feet high. From the top tier, just above
the commentary and press
boxes, we could see across the
city and back over the river.
Then, when descending and
walking along the walkways,
we saw large displays featuring
‘legends’ and triumphs, with
many more to follow in the

museum. Down on the pitch, the apparatus
needed to maintain the pampered turf is
astonishing.  Our guide Gary and his assistant
were brilliant, getting just the right balance
with their humour, and those of us who dined
in the ‘Boot Room’ were pleasantly surprised.

Anything that reflects on this club has to be of
high quality: top facilities, top
team, and top coach. Our coach
(Carver’s) was also very good. A
very enjoyable day in good
company and our thanks go the
organiser Shirley.

Laurie Lacy.Anfield’s magnificent pitch

Excursion to Anfield Stadium



Au Revoir Brigitte

On Friday February 16th over 100 people - trustees, tutors,
friends, and students past and present - gathered in the
Bebington Suite for afternoon tea to say farewell to our longest
serving tutor, Brigitte Murthwaite, after 23 years with Wirral 3Ls.

John Williams (French 5)and Don Howells (Trustee) paid tribute to
Brigitte’s work as a founder member and as French tutor, and she
was also presented with an imaginatively decorated cake and an
enormous bouquet of flowers, together with other gifts from the
Trustees, office staff, and students.

Brigitte was a founder member of the 3Ls
and has seen many changes in our
organisation over the years from its
beginnings in 1995 offering just four
classes to members, to being the largest provider of classes for
the over 50's in Wirral. Brigitte was also the first chairperson
of the 3Ls social committee.

She spoke about how her students
had inspired her as they moved
through different levels of study from
enthusiastic beginners to a deeper

knowledge and understanding of French language and
culture.

However we have not seen the last of her as she plans to come back to sign up for
some of the courses she did not have time to follow while she was teaching!

Alors, merci beaucoup Brigitte et bonne chance!

Ann Massey
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ENROL NOW FOR NEXT TERM!

Enrolments are restricted to members only until the end of term on 23 March. Any current 3Ls
member can enrol on any course on a first come, first served, basis, and there is no priority
for members currently on a particular course to continue with that course.

Class lists open for enrolments on the date that the new programme is first distributed to classes.
It is a good idea to have your payment (cheque,cash or card) available at that time to avoid
disappointment. Please note places cannot be reserved without payment, and we are unable to
make reductions to allow for members’ absences. From Monday 26 March courses are open
to the general public.

Dates for next term -

Term starts   Monday 16 April
Half term   21 May - 1 June
Term ends  Friday 6 July

Celebration cake

Enjoying a joke

Brigitte reminisces

Photos: Robin Eley Jones


