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Ely Cathedral in Autumn
(photo:: editor)

From the editor: Welcome to the Christmas edition of Kaleidoscope. Our cover picture of Ely
Cathedral looks back to September’s 3Ls holiday to Cambridgeshire and Hampton Court - more
inside. Also in this issue we meet Art tutor Nigel Morris, and Chris Brocken takes us back to the
days of the Workhouse. There are reports of two very different outings to Lancashire, plus news
of changes to the 3Ls Board of Trustees, and we also welcome four new tutors to our
organisation. Finally, we hope you like our new logo! If you would like to contribute to
Kaleidoscope please contact me by email or via the Office.
Tim Parrott kaleidoscope@wirral3ls.co.uk
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Meet Your Tutor
Edna Crosby talks to Art tutor Nigel Morris
Nigel has worked at 3Ls for 11 years
and currently tutors 5 classes each
week - he says he can’t remember a
time when he didn’t paint or draw!
Art is definitely his lifelong passion.
He also teaches private classes,
exhibits his own work as well as
working for another adult learning
initiative in Cheshire. Nigel particularly enjoys
working with adults as they are learning
because they want to learn.
Wallasey Art College provided Nigel’s entry into
formal art training. Born in Heswall, Nigel
originally trained as a graphic designer and
illustrator, and worked in the industry for a
number of years. This was followed by study at
Wirral College of Art and Design and a degree

tries for a painting of the first A380 Airbus wing being transported down the
River Dee. In 2008 and 2009 Nigel
was commissioned to paint Christmas
cards for the Royal Air Force Association.
His teaching career includes previous
work at Wirral Metropolitan, West Cheshire,
Crewe and Hugh Baird Colleges and
Birkenhead 6th Form College. Other hobbies
and interests include a keen interest in sailing
since childhood; Nigel owns a dinghy, frequently
sailing at Meols. He is learning to play the piano
and particularly wants to play jazz, which, along
with classical and popular music (up to around
1980’s), is his favourite kind of music. Reading
art books, usually concerning the subjects he
paints is another great interest, for example
researching historical material around aviation.
Nigel is also in the process of writing his own
book on painting.
Nigel is a member of a number of art societies:
The Guild of Aviation Artists, National Acrylic
Painters Association and locally, Deeside Art
Group, Wallasey Society of Arts and Irby Artists.
There are many artists whose work Nigel enjoys
with JMW Turner being his longstanding
‘favourite’ together with a more modern artist –
Ivon Hitchens.

Westland Wessex

Our discussions came back around to 3Ls and I
course at Liverpool Hope University leading to a was interested to hear that a previous class had
BA in Design. He also undertook a Certificate in produced Christmas cards as a charitable fund
Education.
raising exercise.
His studies and working experience are very
wide ranging including 3D design, print, design
technology, architectural photographic re-touching and production of health promotion material
(when he worked in the NHS), portrait, wildlife,
sea and landscapes and historical aviation subjects. He has been Artist in Residence at Magenta Gallery and at Greasby Arts and Crafts.
In 1993 and 1994, Nigel had work purchased by
Avro International, British Aerospace. In 1997
and 2007 the Grosvenor Museum and Art Gallery, Chester purchased work to hang in their
Contemporary Art Collection. In 2004 he was
commissioned by BAE Systems, Airbus IndusKaleidoscope Winter 2017
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Christmas in the Workhouse
‘It was Christmas Day in the Workhouse […]
And the guardians and their ladies,
Altho’ the wind was east,
Have come in furs and wrappers,
To watch their charges feast.’

While researching the recent exhibition at
the Central Library on Liverpool’s
Brownlow Hill workhouse, I came across
some interesting documents which
illustrate changes in attitude towards
inmates that took place at Christmas and
New Year.
For example, an article in the Liverpool
Mercury of 1865, describing Christmas
festivities stated: ‘A large number of ladies
and gentlemen were present, as spectators,
plus members of the Select Vestry [the
Workhouse Board of Guardians], medical
officers, chaplain and the Governor, Mr
Carr.’
The food served was also very different
from the normal plain and repetitive fare.
Christmas dinner consisted of roast beef,
potatoes, and plum pudding,
together with beer for each
man and woman. Elderly
paupers were provided with
tobacco and snuff and
children received oranges and
cakes. Dinner was also served
to the medically unfit in the
wards.
Another interesting item was
a card inviting patrons to
celebrate Christmas and New
Kaleidoscope Winter 2017

Year at the Workhouse. This dated from the
early years of the 20th century and showed
that food appeared to be plentiful,
alongside a variety of entertainments.
However, Christian worship on the site was
prioritised; one invitation card (1910-11)
shows us that Christmas Day fell on a
Sunday, therefore Christmas dinner was
held over until Boxing Day. Although an
Anglican church existed on site, Catholic
worship took place in the dining hall.
Everybody celebrated Christmas with food
and entertainment, but Christian worship
remained a sectarian matter.
The original “Christmas Day” monologue
by George R Sims dates from 1877. All
such rhymes entering into the public
domain undergo changes (some variations
on the above being rather
rude!). However it still helps
to remind us that Christmas
was considered important in
the view of (in this case) the
Brownlow Hill Workhouse
Select Vestry, who clearly
found the necessary funds as
and when required.

Invitation to the Workhouse
(Archdiocese of Liverpool)

Chris Brocken
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The King and the Parliamentarian (and other good things in
Cambridge, Ely and London).
The 3ls Short Break this year took place in early
September. It proved to be a real treat for all – the ‘old
hands’ and the ‘newbies’.
Day 1 saw us clamber aboard our Carvers coach. With a
leisurely day ahead we enjoyed Prosecco or juice and
nibbles as we made good time to our stop at Trentham
Gardens. The weather held while we appreciated the shops
and lunch opportunities. Then on towards Cambridge and
our hotel for the next two nights. The evening proceedings
Queens’ College
were enlivened by the ‘hen
parties’ dining nearby. All very restrained and well behaved.
Day 2 and the glorious City of Cambridge did not disappoint. Our
guide Jane brought alive the architecture, rich history and cultural
significance of Queens’ College. Her knowledge and delivery hit just
the right tone as she communicated her love for the city and its
educational institutions. After the tour, we had free time to pursue our
own interests. The Fitzwilliam Museum, the teashops, Kings College
Chapel, the Red Bus Tour and punting on the river were just some of
the attractions being talked about at dinner that night.
Day 3 saw our party move on to Ely. The Parliamentarian side of the
story opened with a guided tour of Oliver Cromwell’s house. Our guide
Oliver Cromwell’s Kitchen Nora was superb in her quiet way. Fascinating details of family life at
the time of Cromwell emerged as she showed us the well-equipped
kitchen and handed out copies of seventeenth century recipes. Marrow Pasties seemed quite
appetizing, and Sack Posset even more so. Upstairs in the house a lifelike waxwork model of
Oliver himself impressed some of our group when he moved. Reports of ghosts, and the chance
to handle and try on Civil War helmets added to the drama. Apparently the helmets were
extremely heavy.
Free time saw folk range far and wide within Ely. Walks to the Riverside for refreshments at
Peacocks tearoom, visits to the Cathedral and ambling around the parkland were all sampled by
our group. I found Ely cathedral enthralling. Its unusual octagon is breathtaking. Hard to believe
it was conceived to repair fire damage when the original tower collapsed in 1322. The
engineering feat that realized the plans for the tower is fully explained in the cathedral, but the
glory of looking up at the huge octagonal space is
unexplainable. Some of us were lucky enough to be in the
cathedral as the choir began to rehearse for evensong.
Glorious voices and music filled the nave. A fine day ended
as we made our way to our hotel at Windsor – or Slough.
Day 4 was to be our final day, but with further treats in store
at Hampton Court Palace. Many of the flower borders were
still in full bloom and the old vine was heavy with black
grapes. By mid afternoon it was time to return to our coach
for home. All agreed we had enjoyed spending time with
friends from 3Ls and making new ones. This is part of the
magic of Marjorie’s trip and our thanks went to her and to
Mike for making it possible.

At Hampton Court

Frances Pairman
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Excursion to Whalley and Pendle Witch country.
A party of 40 left on a cloudy morning with
showers forecast. On the far side of Preston we
were joined by John, a Lancashire approved
tour guide, to lead us through the day.

We then returned to the coach for a short
journey to our lunch at The Calf’s Head carvery
at Worston, renowned for its excellent carvery
main course and its range of enticing and gooey
desserts. 3Ls have eaten at the Calf’s Head
Our first venue was Whalley which has preDomesday origins and many religious relics . As during previous excursions and it is thought that
some of our party only came because of the
we arrived so the light rain started . We were
attraction of the meal!
first led to a First World War Memorial
incorporating a pre-reformation stone cross built In the afternoon we toured the Pendle Witch
countryside as John told us the story of the
into a stone base on which the names of the
fallen were engraved. This stood outside an old “witch trials” 400 years ago, on the way to
Barrowford and the Pendle Heritage Centre.
stone building whose origins were as Whalley
Grammar School in the13th
The centre is in a restored
century. Next stop the
stone farmhouse building
church of St Mary and All
from 1661, and includes an
Saints, which dates back to
Art Gallery with Pendle Hill as
628 AD where, in the
the subject of many paintings,
churchyard, stand three
and an interior 17th century
Anglo Saxon crosses. Then
walled garden.
another short distance in
We left the area in sunshine
the rain to Whalley Abbey to
view the impressive
to return to the 21st century
gatehouses, the only
back on the Wirral at about
features left of the original
6.30 p.m. Our thanks go to
Lunch at the Calf’s Head
12th century Abbey, largely
Elle for organizing the day, to
demolished after the
Carvers Coaches and driver
Dissolution of the Monasteries. In its day the
Mike for their excellent service, and to all the
Abbey, as the centre of the community, also
attendees who made the day so enjoyable
contained a hospital, a school, and living
Mike Davies
quarters .

Cruise on the Leeds and Liverpool Canal
On Sunday 6th August 3Ls members along with members of the Coastal Cruising Association
set off for Lancashire to join the ‘Marton Emperor’ and our host Martin supported by his
family at Foulridge Wharf near Colne. As we began our cruise along the Leeds Liverpool Canal
refreshments were served followed later by meat and
potato pie with red cabbage and onions and lashings of
gravy.
For me the highlight was navigating the Foulridge (or
“Mile” Tunnel. This 1650 yards section of the canal
opened in 1796, after five years of excavation. Because
the tunnel is so long and there is no towpath for a horse
to pull the barges, men used to "leg it": the crew would lie
on their backs and push the barge through by "walking"
along the tunnel ceiling. Luckily for us modern Health and
Safety prevails and we were able to pass through easily.

Our canal cruiser

Finally we rounded the day off with scones, cream and jam before joining our coach for the
journey home. My thanks go to Carvers for another safe journey; and also to Malcolm
McRonald for his help in organising a great day out.
Marjorie Hunt
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Forthcoming Events
30 November

Christmas at Chatsworth

Sorry, sold out

8 December

Talk on Richard III by David Owens

Places available

13 December

Christmas Quiz at Lever Club

Places available

18 December

Christmas lunch

Sorry, sold out

6 January

Lunch at Bistro Franc

Places available

26 January

Tour of Anfield Stadium

Places available

17 April

Trip to Cotebrook Shire Horse Centre
and Jodrell Bank

Sorry, sold out.

Join the Social Team!
Why not join us on the Social Team to help arrange events or outings? We meet for
an hour or so every other month, you don’t need any qualifications, just a
willingness to help your organisation. Men particularly welcome! If you would like to
find out more, just speak to David or Marjorie in the Office.

Photography Walks
Photos by tutor Robin Eley Jones during the series of Summer Photography Walks
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News From the Trustees
Three new members have been co-opted to the Board of Trustees. We welcome
Andy Green, Ian Friel, and John Lee. Andy is a retired solicitor who may be known to
3Ls members as question master at the annual Christmas Quiz; John has a
background in health administration and is also active in a number of other local
organisations; Ian has a local government background, particularly in
administration, and has been a member of 3Ls for several years. The Board looks
forward to them bringing their experience and expertise to the management of
Wirral 3Ls. Their names will be put forward for formal election to the Board at the
Annual General Meeting next year.
Two long serving Trustees, Ian Ewing and Janette Martin have resigned from the
Board. We wish them well in the future - tributes below.
The new academic and membership year has had a successful start, with 262 new
members joining 3Ls. A total of 1260 students have enrolled in 81 classes, including
new courses in Latin, Egyptology, and the History of Medicine. We are particularly
grateful to Christine Brocken for volunteering at short notice to prepare and
teach this course.
The new 3Ls website is now live at
www.wirral3ls.co.uk - why not log on and take a
look and maybe sign up for email alerts of new
courses and events? Our thanks go to Alan Davies
and his son for the work they have put into this.
Tim Parrott

Janette Martin

Ian Ewing

After ten years service as
a Trustee Janette Martin
has decided to retire. She
became a Trustee in April
2007 and was elected as Vice Chairman.
Janette had served on the Management
Council before 3Ls became a Charity
and was a volunteer on the Social Team
for many years. We thank her for her
years of loyal service.

After 7 years service as a
Trustee Ian has resigned
as he and his wife are
moving south. Ian has a
legal background and is a retired judge
who became a Trustee of 3Ls in 2010.
He served on the Finance, Strategy, HR
and Constitution Committees. His legal
knowledge was invaluable to Wirral 3ls
on many occasions and he will be greatly
missed. We thank him for the
contribution he made to Wirral 3ls and
send him and his wife our best wishes
for the future.

Tess Morris.

Ruth Stirrup
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Welcome to four new tutors at Wirral 3Ls!
Julie Robson: Art History
Born in Liverpool, studied art
history and literature at
University of Nottingham, MA at
University of Liverpool where I
now teach at the School of Continuing
Education and International Summer
School. I am also a freelance arthistorian, lecturer and gallery educator.
Hobbies include travel, sport, hiking,
cycling, music and art.

Liz Mackintosh: Latin
Born locally, I studied Classics
and Modern Languages at
Hertford College, Oxford.
I am keen to pass on my enthusiasm for
Latin and all that it offers: it’s the basis of
so many modern languages and of our
own society's structure, as well as a huge
bank of vocabulary.
However, I see the Romans as "real"
people. The course is called "Latin for All"
and I would like my sessions to be
interesting and, above all, FUN!

Joanne Backhouse: Egyptology
After fulfilling a lifelong desire to
visit Egypt, for a significant
birthday, I began studying for a
degree in Egyptology at the
University of Liverpool. Several years later I was
awarded my PhD. I am delighted to be teaching
at the 3Ls as I firmly believe you are never too
old to study a new subject and we should all
follow our dreams.

Christine Barry: German
I'm Christine and I have taken over
as your new German teacher this
Autumn. I come from the beautiful
medieval city of Luebeck near the Baltic coast
in North Germany.
Although I have adapted to English language
and culture since moving here 20 years ago I
have maintained strong cultural ties with
Germany through family and friends as well as
with the German community in Northwest
England. So, I don't just want to teach you
Grammar but broaden your horizons in
German culture and current affairs.

ENROL NOW FOR NEXT TERM!
Enrolments are restricted to members only until the end of term on 15 December. Any current
3Ls member can enrol on any course on a first come, first served, basis, and there is no priority
for members currently on a particular course to continue with that course.
Class lists open for enrolments on the date that the new programme is first distributed to classes.
It is a good idea to have your payment (cheque,cash or card) available at that time to avoid
disappointment. Please note places cannot be reserved without payment, and we are unable to
make reductions to allow for members’ absences. From Monday 18 December courses are
open to the general public.

Dates for next term Term starts
Half term
Term ends
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Monday 8 January
19 - 23 February
Friday 23 March
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